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‘Ad astra’ – Reaching for the Stars 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As we approach the end of the term, our students 
are finally settling back to face to face teaching on 
the school premises. We knew that as we felt 
‘normal’ again, we would begin to assess the 
impact of COVID on our students in a number of 
areas. I value the time spent with families and key 
stakeholders across our community, listening to 
them outline their experiences and reflecting and 
evaluating on how we can support our students 
further in pursuit of the best outcomes possible for 
each and every one. 
Some of the key issues spotlighted during the 
COVID experience included: 
 
• Equity of access to technology (devices and        

data) at home 
• Effective learning routines at home 
• Student self-regulation, organisation and 

commitment to learning. 
 
Our corporate partners and external stakeholders 
from industry have concurred with the observations 
of educators across the nation; that during COVID, 
student skills in navigating and best utilising 
technology determined the level of success they 
experienced. All students today are using digital 
technology more than ever before, but as in all 
things, how this technology is utilised differs from 
individual to individual and in post-school settings, 
those who are multi-skilled in digital technology will 
be more employable and higher functioning than 
their competitors. One of the key areas of focus at 
BGHS in the coming months is to prepare 
additional curriculum opportunities for all our 
students so that their engagement and capacity in 
Computer Science is enhanced. 
 
We hope parents have also had the opportunity to 
reflect and evaluate their routines and practices to 
better facilitate learning, whether it is during the 
hours that homework is completed or if there is a 
need for further online learning from home in the 
future. We continue to reiterate to parents that 
computers should not be placed in bedrooms but 
be in open view and supervision. We also 
encourage mobile phones to be in the possession 
of parents once students arrive home. It is the lack 
of supervision of digital technology, that is 
distracting students from the real growth they 

should achieve if the hours they wasted online was 
channelled into further study and revision. 
 
School Excellence and the Strategic Planning 
that goes along with it 
BGHS is about to commence the consultation 
process around school strategic planning for the 
coming four-year cycle. During this consultation 
period, we will invite our student body and our 
parents to contribute their ideas and vision future 
of our school. We encourage our parents to attend 
future P&C meetings so they can participate in this 
process. 
  
Road Safety 
Road safety is an area of responsibility that all 
community members must share. We have 
invested significant time and effort promoting road 
safety in our students. Unfortunately, the 
dangerous driving of some of our parents has 
placed students and staff in danger. This is 
completely reckless and unacceptable. All parents 
are advised that the council is aware of the issues 
on Cooper Road relating to traffic, and dangerous 
driving offences will result in fines. Thank you to all 
our parents who are safe and support the safety of 
our students. I also extend heartfelt gratitude to my 
Deputy Principals and Head Teachers who have 
supervised on Cooper Road before and after 
school. This is above and beyond the call of duty 
but they have done this in an attempt to support the 
safety messages that we should not need to keep 
promoting. 
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Attendance and Lateness to School 
The impact of poor attendance and regular 
lateness to school is felt within any school 
community in the short and long term. In the short 
term, absences disrupt continuity of learning, the 
development of skills and the understanding and 
consolidation of concepts being taught within the 
classroom. It also fractures relationships and an 
individual student’s sense of connection to, and 
engagement with their learning, teacher, 
classroom and school as a whole. The long-term 
impact sees the short-term effects snowballing to 
wider gaps in learning, poor performance and a 
diminishing and lowering of expectations and post 
school opportunities. 
 
The DoE expectations around attendance sits at a 
minimum of 90%. A student who has seven days 
absence in a term will sit at 86%. That is 35 hours 
of learning lost in a term and if that is the average 
number of days absent every term across the year, 
that student would have lost 140 hours of learning 
overall. The real impact runs much deeper than 
that. Add this to the average of 6-9 hours of time 
students spend on social media per day, the time 
students spend experiencing direct instruction from 
their teachers becomes even more vital. Senior 
students and Year 12 in particular, are reminded 
that recurring absences could result in a failure to 
meet outcomes that will impact on qualifying for a 
HSC and at the very least, the loss of senior school 
privileges. 
 
Since returning from Learning from Home, we have 
had an increased average of students arriving late 
to school. This has caused huge disruption to their 
individual learning and the learning of classes as a 
whole. We cannot accept excuses regarding traffic 
and the need to drop off other members of the 
family. Students who are late to school will need to 
make up the time lost in study after school hours. 
In future, students who come late to school 
regularly will face a more serious review of their 
academic progress involving their parents. Our 
advice to families and students in particular, 
organise uniform, lunches and homework the night 
before, set an alarm and leave earlier than you 
have in the past. If the routine you have is not 
working for you, then change the routine so it does. 
There will be zero tolerance for lateness from Term 
3, onwards. 
 
Uniforms 
By the end of July, we anticipate that all stock 
delays for uniform will have been rectified. It has 
been an extremely difficult year because of the 
impact that COVID has had on trade, imports, 
exports, travel and quarantine. However, most of 
our students look fantastic and wear their uniform 
the way it should be worn. The latest update for our 
uniform includes the junior modest option skirt that 
is now available for fittings and order. We have 
introduced a junior school blazer and updated our 
senior school blazer so that ALL our students can 

look stunning and be warm at the same time. 
School socks and hair accessories will be available 
from the commencement of Term 3. Our new 
school cap and school scarves are available for 
purchase also.  
 
At the moment, we are focusing on students who 
are demonstrating a deliberate lack of compliance 
to our uniform policy – which is seen as a disregard 
of school rules in general. Birrong families are 
reminded that the following are not part of our 
uniform: 
 

• Makeup and nail polish 
• Fake nails 
• Fake eyelashes 
• Jewellery beyond what is stipulated in the 

policy 
• Ankle socks and sockettes 
• Black tights or leggings 
• Black tops, printed t-shirts, hoodies and 

pyjama tops and pants beneath school 
uniform. 

 
Happy Holidays 
It has been a long term and we are all fatigued by 
the year’s events so far. I thank my incredible staff 
for their ongoing dedication to our community and 
wish them a restful break with their families. I wish 
all our students and their families a wonderful 
holiday break also. I encourage all our families and 
community members to stay safe and practice 
social distancing and good hygiene. The flu season 
is on its way and it is imperative now more than 
ever that the transmission of germs is minimised in 
every way possible. Stay safe and we will see you 
in Term 3. 
 
Zena Dabaja 
Principal 
 
 

REPORT FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPALS 
 
Student engagement and connectedness to school 
is closely linked to the range of activities and 
experiences students can and do access as well as 
the students’ feeling of success within the 
classroom and the school environment. It is 
important for students to get involved with the 
activities offered across the school now that we 
have returned to face to face teaching and learning. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=work+experience&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.marriott.org.au/blog/upcoming-programs-marriott-work-experience&ei=5hVkVd7FJoi0mAWzj4KACQ&bvm=bv.93990622,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHqb2WfV4pi0Zlmd9KGjhWjz-PF6g&ust=1432708948382731
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Reports were distributed to Year 12 at the end of 
May. Most reports acknowledge what students 
have achieved and importantly include advice from 
teachers about what students can do to continue to 
improve in the course. Students should take note 
of the advice and build it into their study routine. 
Year 12 students selected a mentor with the 
support of their Year Adviser, Ms Rothwell, during 
Term 4 2019. Students are taking advantage of the 
opportunity to meet with their mentors to talk about 
their progress and the way they are feeling about 
their study. Good preparation is important but, so 
too, is good health. As parents, you play a vital role 
in your daughter’s success. Ask about their 
progress. Ask how they are feeling. Ask if there is 
anything you can do to help. Encourage them to go 
for a walk, even if they walk with their earphones in 
listening to study notes at least they are getting 
some fresh air and exercise. Encourage them to 
sleep. Provide healthy meals. Sometimes it’s 
enough for you to just be there for them. Year 12 
practical immersion days are well underway to 
support the practical skill development in Visual 
Arts, Textiles and Hospitality. 
 
Despite all the current events, students across 
NSW are continuing to study for their HSC with 
focus and determination, and NESA are here to 
help. This year they are partnering with mental 
health organisation ReachOut to deliver news, 
information, guidance and advice to support all 
HSC students. ReachOut’s Study Hub has heaps 
of info about taking a proactive approach to your 
mental health or where to go if you need more 
support. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 students are now half way through their 
preliminary HSC courses. During this time, 
teachers have been marking assessment 
(formative and summative) tasks and returning 
them to the students along with structured 
feedback that acknowledges achievement and 
provides advice to students about how they can 
realise their potential in each course. Reports were 
distributed at the end of Week 6, and please make 
sure you have seen the report and followed up with 
discussions relating to the report and future 
progress. 
 
Year 10 students will be working with Ms Wailes 
and Ms Shinas in preparation for the selection of 
their HSC courses. There will be numerous 
supporting activities to ensure the most appropriate 
course of study for each student is achieved 
including a Subject Selection Market, Senior 
Course Information Sessions, Parent / Student / 
Teacher interviews all supported by the Year 10 
Careers lessons. These are to be confirmed closer 
to the date. 
  

Years 7 - 10 have been 
working hard in PDHPE 
on their class dances 
that will form part of their 

Term 2 assessments. Class dances work to build 
negotiation and leadership skills in students and 
the ability to work as a team to complete a 
performance task.  
 
A reminder to all students to collect class merits 
and trade them in with their allocated Deputy 
Principal for large achievement awards, medallions 
and school pins. School reports for Years 7-10 will 
be distributed as normal at the end of the term. 
 
During Term 3 we will be seeking the support of all 
parents to complete the ‘Tell Them from Me – 
Parent Survey’. The completed student surveys 
from Semester 1 will provide valuable information 
for us at the school. Parents will be provided with 
an opportunity to also inform the school about their 
concerns related to their daughter’s education and 
high school experiences. More information will be 
sent home as the survey period approaches.   
 
Ms George, Ms Andrews and Ms Cross 
Deputy Principals 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=dance+display&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://www.running-memories.co.uk/2015/05/dance-medal-display/&ei=MhZkVbqmN-bEmAX624DABQ&bvm=bv.93990622,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNF2SXmz2qKseBGwX3mowXrFoCh99A&ust=1432709043324779
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CAREERS NEWS 
 
Subject Selection 
Year 10 have now started the important subject 
selection process for choosing HSC courses. All 
students will complete a lesson with Ms Wailes and 
will also be attending numerous events to support 
them in making these big decisions. More 
information will be distributed to students and 
families over the coming weeks.  
 
Year 12 
The UAC Guides have arrived. All students need to 
collect their copy from the Careers office. Ms 
Wailes recently ran an information session for Year 
12 students; thank you to those girls who stayed 
back and attended. Students are reminded and 
encouraged to book an appointment with a Careers 
Adviser to discuss their post-school plans. On time 
UAC applications close on 30th September. 
Students need to be checking their Google 
Classroom regularly to stay informed of the latest 
news and events.  
 
Google Classrooms 
Years 10, 11 and 12 students are reminded to 
check their Careers Google Classroom regularly to 
stay up-to-date with the latest Careers 
events/news/information. All information and 
resources are posted to the stream as well as 
stored in folders in the classwork section.  
 
Ms Wailes/Ms Shinas 
Careers Advisers 
 
 

WELLBEING MATTERS 
 

Student of the Month 
Congratulations to Amira 
Chahrouk of Year 12 who has 
been awarded the Student of 
the Month Award for February 
2020. She has demonstrated 
high levels of leadership and 
commitment. She has 
demonstrated responsibility 
and dedication as the elected 

School Sports Captain. Amira has shown 
outstanding sporting ability and passion by actively 
competing in school and zone soccer, volleyball, 
zone and regional cross country, zone athletics as 
well as coaching and refereeing at many sporting 
events such as Year 7 and Year 8 sports Gala 
Days. Amira is a team manager at school sports 
carnivals and at sports Knock-out days. She shows 
responsible citizenship through her efforts and 
dedication to fundraising, such as the Refugee 
Ration Challenge and in particular as a member of 
the Amnesty Team. She volunteers at many school 
events such as the annual Zonta birthing kit 
assembly project. She has also supported Year 7 
students as an enthusiastic peer support leader. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Nadine Kalaoun of Year 12 who 
has been awarded the Student of the Month Award 
for March 2020. She has demonstrated dedication 
and citizenship to the school community. She has 
carried out valuable school service through her 
commitment and active involvement in various 
programs and teams. She has demonstrated 
leadership and initiative as a member of the school 
prefect body, the Environmental and the Amnesty 
International teams, participating in various 
fundraising events and the Zonta birthing kits 
assembly project. Nadine has been a supportive 
and encouraging peer support leader and peer 
reading tutor, assisting Year 7 students with their 
literacy development.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Aamina Musthafa of Year 12 
who has been awarded the Student of the Month 
Award for April 2020. She has demonstrated 
persistence, leadership and citizenship to the 
school community. She has demonstrated 
responsibility and dedication as a member of the 
school Media Team and as a motivated peer 
support leader, supporting the transition processes 
of our Year 7 students. She shows responsible 
citizenship through her efforts and dedication to 
events and fundraising as a member of the 
Amnesty International Team, including the Zonta 
birthing kit assembly project. Aamina has 
demonstrated commitment and maturity to her role 
as a School Prefect.  
 
Year 10 Vaccinations 
Year 10 students who were absent for the Year 10 
Vaccination program for the meningococcal 
vaccine will have a catch-up opportunity next term. 
Also, if any Year 10 students would like the vaccine 
who have not yet brought in the consent form, you 
can bring it to Mrs Salvagio in Term 3. 
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Study Skills Workshops 
The Elevate Education study skills workshops for 
Year 10 have been postponed until Term 3. These 
workshops will focus on effective learning 
strategies and study techniques to enhance 
students’ performance in learning and 
assessments.  Students will also be provided with 
access to the Elevate Education website and online 
resources to assist them with study, assignments 
and preparation for exams.  

All students must attend these very beneficial 
workshops which are at a reasonable cost as the 
school pays part of the cost. Students are reminded 
to pay for the workshops at the finance office (by 
card only) as soon as possible if they have not 
already done so. 

Mrs Salvagio 
Head Teacher Female Students 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
The library strives to keep up with the latest trends. 
Whether it be new release books, study guides to 
help with school work, ways to make your life 
easier, or just some fun facts, the library is a 
dynamic ever changing hub.  
 
Each lunchtime we run fun activities that test skills 
and give friends opportunities to share their time 
with each other. Tuesday we focus on drawing and 
colouring in, Wednesday we have Lego and 
Minecraft and Thursday we knit and crochet. 
 
We are currently running 4 exhibitions.  
1. BOOKS into MOVIES: Did you know that 40 
movies will be adapted and produced from books 
in 2020? The library has a display of some of our 
books that have been made into movies. Come and 
see our collection and be surprised. Borrow the 
book and relive the excitement all over again. 
Remember....If you liked the movie, we are sure 
you'll LOVE the book!  

 

 

2. STRESS & YOUNG PEOPLE: Our display offers 
you information on a range of issues including 

anxiety, stress, depression and mental Illness. 
During the past months we have all been put under 
extra pressure. We have put together a collection 
of books that address the issues from many 
perspectives.  

3. GREAT ISLAMIC PHILOSOPHERS: The 
biographies of many of the greatest thinkers in 
history are featured on panels in the centre of the 
library. The fascinating stories of Averroes, Al 
Kindi, Albucasis and others. A thousand years ago 
these men were at the forefront of medicine, 
theology, astronomy, mathematics and physics. 
Spend some time in their world. 

 
Great Islamic Philosophers 

 

4. VAMPIRES: Do you like a good love story with a 
spooky edge? We have you covered. Stephanie 
Myer, Richelle Mead & Leigh Bardugo will tempt 
you from our collection of paranormal genre books 
on display along the west wall. 

Starting soon the library will be promoting the 
works of authors whose birthday falls in each 
particular month. Keep an eye out, you might share 
your special day with someone famous! 

Premier’s Reading Challenge News 
Year 7 students have been reading and                
recording their books on 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html 
 
Congratulations to Fatimah Al Ali, Saba Anwari, 
Rayan Bekdache, Salaam Elchami, Dania Jelany, 
Amira Sabbagh, Liana Saboune, Sonya Salem, 
Armani Salma, Jana Tradie, Sevara Yarasheva 
and Esraa Zaoud. They have completed the 2020 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
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PRC and participated in the first Magic Fudge party 
of 2020! 
 

 
 
 
CBCA Book Week 

 

This year the theme is: Curious Creatures, Wild 
Minds 

Dates: Term 4: October 17-23 

See the Short List at 
https://www.cbca.org.au/shortlist-2020 

Mr Davidson and Mrs Hotton 
Teacher Librarian and Library Assistant 
 

 

FROM THE ENGLISH ROOMS 

During this very turbulent Term 2, we have chosen 
to find solace in our students’ work. We would like 
to showcase one of our talented Year 12 poets, 
Breanna Davies. We hope that you enjoy these 
poems as much as we have. 

 

Endeavours; Nada 
 
Would you believe me 
if I told you  
 
That the sun  
chases the  
moon? 
 
That light is  
merely the absence  
of night? 

The world does revolve around 
you. 
 
If your answer  
is yes 
then believe me  
when I tell you 
 
That you have been born  
in an unchanged world. 
 
Endeavours; nada. 
 
Believe me  
when I tell you. 
 
You will die  
 
Knowing all. 
 
But nothing. 
 
 
Chain Reaction 
 
I hate being chained. 
Locked inside a castle 
waiting. 
 
I hate being pulled apart  
and glued together with PVA  
and waiting. 
 
My blood, sweat and bone 
left shaken  
and unknown 
and waiting. 
 
My speeches aren’t getting through. 
My power is not shining through. 
But I will stand here until I can be moved. 
I will take on hurricane rain and ocean 
currents 
 
until waiting is no longer mandatory. 
 
What self-conscious, 
fearful 
selfish  
psycho  
crowned you king? 
 
Sorry. 

https://www.cbca.org.au/shortlist-2020
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What sicko made you king? 
 
I can see why you’re scared. 
 
Afraid of half of the world’s brainpower.  
 
Of course. 
 
I’d be scared of the world too. 
 
We would be centuries ahead if you decided 
to let us speak 
learn 
live like human beings. 
 
I’d be scared of the many who seek 
vengeance  
and those who search for an equilibrium 
but you were greedy 
 
greedy  
 
you have pulled the elastic band far enough  
It will either snap  
or slip from your finger 
and be the bullet that seals their fate. 
 
You murderer 
 
Extinguisher  
 
Is that really what you wanted? 
 
Or were you just ignorant? 
 
 
A shift in the speed of light 
 
Watching from home 
exploring the galaxy 
shifting through time  
and infinite space 
 
stars so close 
to my grasp, 
Tardis twirling through  
wind and vacuum. 
 
Take me back 
to the time  
with fountains of 
love and peace. 
 

Give me the chance 
to fix the broken histories  
that plagued us. 
 
Give me the power 
to alter the stories  
that engrave our legacies. 
 
I ponder the 
fantasies at stake  
that bring many  
an infinite possibility  
but leave many  
drowning in disease  
wailing in pain  
dying from light. 
 
don’t change worlds 
don’t change the words 
we speak  
set in stone 
 
don’t ignore the 
wisdom of a 
collective and please  
let me li- 
 
 
Stories Atold 
 
Pass on my legacy  
through word of mouth  
through stamps  
through figures 
statues 
stars 
 
Count my twinkle 
write it down 
say it aloud  
never stand down. 
 
I have been born for a reason  
please make it count  
tell my story  
make it rebound. 
 
I’m scared of dying  
but more scared of being forgotten 
if I disappear  
I never began to exist 
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No matter the stories I kick 
or the words I throw  
I will be erased from history  
and become someone else’s show. 
 
Like the Dreamtime  
I wish to live on in colour and in mystery, 
for my story to be explored 
and not be covered; glittery. 
 
When my name is spoken  
I am reborn again 
in memory 
and in vain. 
 

 
BIRRONG GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 
July: 
Friday, 3rd  Last day of Term 2 
_________________________________________________________ 

Enjoy the School Holidays! 
_________________________________________________________ 
July:  
Monday, 20th    Staff return to school – School 

Development Day 
 
Tuesday, 21st   All students return to school 
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