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„Ad astra‟ – Reaching for the Stars 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) 
Extravaganza  
Excellent art, lively musical performances and 
great food helped make this year‟s CAPA 
Extravaganza the showcase of student talent, 
held in our Visual Arts wing on Tuesday                     
20 August, a resounding success. It was a 
pleasure to view so many great art works on 
display from students in all year groups while our 
talented singers and musicians entertained 
parents, staff and students. 
 

 
Our talented singers kept the audience entertained 

 
The art works created while students were on the 
Bundanon overnight excursion were very 
impressive and we were fortunate to be able to 
thank in person Mr Jim Burkitt, our generous 
patron of the Bundanon Camp, who was a special 
guest at the Extravaganza.    
  
The Federal Member for Blaxland, Mr Jason Clare 
MP, gave us his time to officially open the event.              
I acknowledge the superb efforts of teachers from 
Creative and Performing Arts and Technology 
KLAs who ensured the success of this year‟s 
Extravaganza and the hard work of our Year 11 
Hospitality class who did a wonderful job with the 
catering. 
 
Potts Hill Initiative 
Travelling to school is for most school students 
their best opportunity to embed physical activity 
into their daily lives. It also usually provides their 
first forays into independent travel and builds on 
their confidence and connection with their 
community. Apart from being better for health, 
active travel to school stimulates student 
concentration, better preparing them for a day of 
learning. Landcom, who are developing the 
adjacent new Potts Hill community, have 
committed to support the greater adoption of 

active travel in the local community and for new 
residents. Landcom‟s consultant, Ms Anne 
Mithieux, is working with local schools to develop 
and implement programs which encourage active 
travel – walking, cycling, catching buses and 
trains, and car pooling. Anne will be at the P&C 
meeting on Wednesday 4 September and 
welcomes parents, students, staff and community 
members who are interested to be involved, 
contribute or just learn more to come along for a 
brief discussion. 
 
Congratulations to:  

 Aditi Jalandhra (Year 11) who received a 
2013 Community Service Award from Jason 
Clare MP, Federal Member for Blaxland at a 
ceremony on 1 August.  

 

 
Aditi receives the 2013 Community Service Award 

from Jason Clare MP 
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 Betty Nguyen (Year 11) who was our school 
representative at the South Western Sydney 
Public Education Ambassador Forum on                
1 August. 

 

 
Betty with her Certificate of Achievement                                                 

as School Public Education Ambassador 

 

 The 100 Year 7-9 students who were 
successful in the Premier‟s Reading Challenge 
2013. 

 All those students and staff volunteers who 
gave their time on Saturday 17 August to work 
on the Zonta Birthing Kit project. 

 

Coming Events: 

 Parents of Year 12 are invited to join us as we 
farewell the Year 12 class of 2013 at their 
Graduation Ceremony on the last day of this 
term, Friday 20 September. Best wishes in your 
HSC examinations girls and we wish you success 
and happiness for the future. 
 
I extend a warm invitation to all our parents to 
attend the next P&C meeting which will be held 
on Wednesday 4 September in the Common 
Room. The meeting will focus on issues of safety 
around student travel to and from school, 
including Bankstown Council‟s proposal to install 
new Bus Zones and Drop Off and Pick Up Only 
Zones on Cooper Road. Ms Anne Mithieux, a 
Landcom consultant, will start the evening‟s 
discussion at 5pm by outlining the active travel for 
students initiative.  
 
I invite you to contact the school (Tel: 9644 5057) 
to make an appointment with me if you have any 
issues that you wish to discuss about your 
daughter‟s education. I hope you enjoy reading 
about the achievements and activities of the 
school in the following pages. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
Jenni Wilkins 
Principal 

 

 

REPORT FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPALS 
 
Subject Selections 
Subject selections for Year 11 and Year 9 2014 
are currently being finalised. Students in Year 9 
study English, Mathematics, Science, History, 
Geography and PDHPE and two elective subjects 
of their own choice. Students going on to the HSC 
have even greater choice, English is their only 
compulsory subject so they get to choose at least 
five other subjects for their Preliminary HSC year. 
For some students, the selection process is 
exciting and easy: they know exactly what they 
want to study and are confident of their choices. 
For others, it is an agonising process, filled with 
fear and self-doubt. The best advice is for 
students to choose subjects which they like and 
are interested in, this usually ensures good 
results.  
 
For senior students, it is also important that they 
select the subjects they can do, that is, that suit 
their ability level. For this reason it is important 
that students consult their teachers who have the 
knowledge and expertise to steer them in the right 
direction. An additional consideration is need. 
Senior students should consult the Careers 
Adviser, Ms Austin, to ensure that their subjects 
align with their career paths. 
 
Students who are concerned that they may have 
made inappropriate choices should see                   
Ms Fletcher as soon as possible. Any variations to 
subject selections should be completed by             
Week 8 of next term. After that time, generally 
only changes within courses will be possible, for 
example, from Mathematics to Mathematics 
General. 
 
Birrong Girls Celebrate Literacy and Numeracy 
The theme for Birrong Girls‟ Literacy and 
Numeracy week was Our Changing World. The 
concept was celebrated in a number of ways. The 
welfare team, using a survey tool, challenged 
students to consider the different changes they 
have experienced in their lives and to evaluate the 
significance of them. Year 11 students are 
currently collating the results from this survey and 
will provide a visual representation of their 
findings at the beginning of next term.  
 
During DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) 
students dedicated time to literacy, writing rather 
than reading; the results of this initiative were 
some very thoughtful and often moving reflections 
on their changing world. The most outstanding 
responses will be published in Stellar, our student 
magazine. These will be selected by a discerning 
panel of Year 11 judges. 
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Thank you to the Year 11 literacy and numeracy 
leaders and the welfare team whose 
extraordinary efforts have allowed our students to 
engage in very meaningful activities as part of 
Literacy and Numeracy Week.  
 
Prefects 2013 
A special thank you to our outgoing prefect 
body who have worked as a strong and united 
team on a range of projects and fundraising 
activities. Their initiative, good humour, work ethic 
and strong social conscience ensured that they 
fulfilled all aspects of the leadership role in an 
exemplary manner. Our 2013 prefects will be 
particularly remembered for their high quality 
assembly presentations which explored the lives 
of ordinary women who achieved extraordinary 
feats. These presentations were not only 
interesting in their own right, but inspired our 
students to use their education, energy and 
talents to make for a better world. 
 
The 2013 prefect body is comprised of young 
women who are the finest models of maturity and 
integrity. The world is indeed their oyster and we 
look forward to hearing about their successful and 
fulfilling lives in the future. 
 
Ad Astra Year 12 2013 
Alas, this is the last newsletter for our Year 12 
students.  They have been a cohesive group who 
have worked well together and supported each 
other through the best and most challenging of 
times. Positive, thoughtful, and enthusiastic are a 
few words that spring to mind to describe them. 
We are confident that they will meet the 
challenges of the future with the same joy, 
resilience and dedication that they have shown 
throughout their years at Birrong Girls. To each 
graduating Birrong girl: we wish you success - in 
your HSC, career paths and life choices; may you 
forever reach for the stars!    
 
Ad Astra! 
Ms Fletcher and Ms Crossan 
Deputy Principals 
 
 
 

 

BIRRONG GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL 
PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION  

 
Parents are invited to attend the 

P & C MEETING 
on Wednesday, 4 September 2013 

at 5pm in the Common Room 
 

 
 
 

NEW TEACHER 
 

Richard Petrucci 
Languages 

 

 
 
My name is Richard Petrucci and I graduated from 
the University of Western Sydney with teaching 
areas in Language, Legal Studies and Commerce. 
My undergraduate degree was a Bachelor of 
Policing (Criminology), so before I began my life 
as a teacher I was involved in private security, 
namely casino surveillance, and prior to that I 
worked in law enforcement. I particularly liked the 
aspects of the job where I could help others and 
give back to the community, so really it wasn‟t too 
big of a change changing from policing to 
teaching. 
 
In a much earlier chapter of my life, I lived abroad 
in Japan as a student for about a year. I talk about 
my time in Japan often with my students because 
I treasure that experience and it fostered my love 
of all things Japan – especially their food, 
customs, martial arts, anime/manga and of course 
language. It is a pleasure to be teaching at 
Birrong and if you see me around be sure to say 
hello. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HELP YOUR DAUGHTER TO BE SUCCESSFUL 
AT SCHOOL AND AT WORK 

 
Even taking a small amount of time out of school 
can be a problem and your daughter might fall 
behind with work and be unable to catch up.  
 
A student with a good school record of attendance 
is setting themselves up for a better future once 
they leave school.  It only takes 3 or 4 days off per 
term to start seriously affecting your daughter‟s 
education.  8 days or more per term and they fall 
below 85% attendance. This means they are 
unable to reach their full potential and their future 
life choices become far more limited. 
 
Mrs George 
Head Teacher Administration 

Attendance Tips 
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CAREERS REPORT 
 

Year 12 
Each of you should have a copy of the UAC 
guide.  
On time UAC applications close on 27 September.                                                                      
Go to www.uac.edu.au/undergraduate to pay and 
put in your nine preferences. It costs $28 to apply 
to UAC and you need a Visa or MasterCard credit 
card to apply or use BPAY at a post office (see 
page 26). Please keep a copy of your receipt for 
payment. You can change your preferences as 
often as you want until 4 January (for main round 
offers only). The only students who need to worry 
more about UAC preferences are those applying 
for scholarships or applying for courses that say 
that course must be your first preference, the rest 
of you can worry about UAC after you‟ve done the 
HSC as long as you have registered one course 
by 27 September. Remember to check the second 
last column of Table 1 (pages 60-125) to make 
sure the course you are interested in does not 
have an early closing date. 
 
NSW Students Online 
Find study tips and tools, past HSC exam papers, 
how to prepare for your exams, strategies, what to 
expect and more. 
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au 
 
HSC Coach 
HSC Coach is an online HSC study support tool 
for Year 12 students. Students are provided with 
subject-specific HSC advice online from the 
University of Newcastle. 
http://www.hsccoach.com.au/  
 
My University Website 
Search thousands of Australian courses in order 
to compare factors such as: the cost, admission 
requirements and graduate outcomes. The 
website provides an extensive range of statistical 
information on both universities and other higher 
education providers. 
http://www.myuniversity.gov.au/ 
 
TAFE 
If you intend going to TAFE, check out the 
TAFENSW website for the online enrolment 
process at: www.tafensw.edu.au/ 

TAFE now also offers degrees so give yourself 
options by applying to TAFE as well as Uni. 
Download a TAFE NSW Higher Education 
application form from the TAFE NSW Higher 
Education website at: highered.tafensw.edu.au.  
Higher Ed applications for Semester 1, 2014 close 
25 October 2013.  

TAFE also offers many other courses which will 
gain you employment. TAFE colleges work closely 
with industry to provide training that meets the 
needs of employers. 

 

Year 11 
If you are thinking about dropping a subject, and 
you want an ATAR, remember you can only have 
one VET subject (Business Services, Hospitality 
or Retail) as part of the ATAR calculation. 

Year 10 Work Experience Block 2 
Your second block is 18 November –                            
22 November. All green forms are due to me by                             
18 October. 

Year 9 
I am looking forward to working with you next 
term. Do you have a career goal yet?  
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/occup
ation/search 

Some of you had the opportunity to work with 
UNSW. I hope this got you thinking about your 
future career. 

Year 8 
I hope you all shared your Blog post with your 
parents. I‟m looking forward to our next lessons in 
Weeks 8 and 9. Do you know what elective you 
will do next year? 

Year 7 
Don‟t forget to get involved in all the activities that 
Birrong Girls offers. Your School Reference and 
Resume will benefit. Do some careers research 
at: 
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/occup
ation/search 

That‟s all for now. 

Ms Austin 
Careers Adviser 

 
 

WELFARE REPORT 

 

Dental Care Program 

Due to various factors the mobile dental clinic was 

postponed from Week 6 and started on Monday 

26 August. Students who were given parental 

consent have been provided appointment times 

over the week for a free dental assessment and 

screening service.  

 

Ms Salvagio  

Head Teacher Welfare 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uac.edu.au/undergraduate
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.hsccoach.com.au/
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/occupation/search
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/occupation/search
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SENIOR FIRST AID COURSE 
 
37 Year 11 students studying the senior PDHPE, 
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation and VET Sport, 
Fitness and Recreation course participated in the 
Senior First Aid course during Week 2. The 
course was run by the Surf Life Saving Australian 
Lifesaving Academy of New South Wales. All 
students will receive a certificate and now have 
formal qualifications in Senior First Aid.                 
Mrs George, Ms Shinas, Ms Waltho and I also 
had the opportunity to have our formal 
qualifications updated over the two days. 

 

 
 
The two day course covered all principles of First 
Aid such as cardio pulmonary resuscitation 
(pictured above), trauma, medical emergencies, 
legal issues and the human body. All students 
successfully passed the course after several 
practical and theoretical scenarios and two in 
class tests. Students were also required to 
complete a comprehensive active first aid work 
book as part of their course work. 
 
Congratulations to all students on their exemplary 
behaviour and work ethic during the intensive two 
day course.  
 
Mrs Lord 
Head Teacher PDHPE 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL CONFERENCE 

 
On 2 August a number of keen Amnesty Team 
students from Birrong Girls High attended the 
Amnesty International School Conference where 
we met a number of very like-minded people who 
were concerned about child labour and the death 
penalty, the two main topics discussed at the 
conference.  

The guest speakers shared their experiences and 
talked about how they came to be concerned 
about child labour and other problems in the 
world. Then we participated in some activities that 
helped us realise how lucky we are to live in 
Australia and to have access to quality education.  

Students participated in a fun team activity 

After lunch we made a web out of wool and it 
showed us what we could do as a team, then we 
came to more serious matters, discussing our 
thoughts on the death penalty and finding out 
what countries still have the death penalty. We 
also learned that more countries are bringing back 
the death penalty.   

We know that every girl left the conference having 
been challenged by the discussion. We realised 
that there is a lot to be done to fix the serious 
issues which face mankind today.   

By: Emily and Stacey Webb on behalf of the 
Birrong Girls’ Amnesty Team 
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AMNESTY TEAM 
BIRTHING KIT ASSEMBLY WORKSHOP 

 
On Saturday 17 August, students from the Birrong 
Girls‟ Amnesty Team and the SRC volunteered 
their time to assist the Zonta Club of Sydney West 
with the assembly of 1000 birthing kits. Zonta is 
an international organisation that is dedicated to 
improving the status of women all around the 
world politically, economically and educationally.  

Zonta volunteers, teachers and students from 
Birrong Girls and others spent the morning  
assembling birthing kits that will help women in 
third world countries. All the students and 
teachers had a wonderful time working together. 
Students who participated on the day were 
awarded certificates in recognition of their 
contribution. 

Birthing Kit Assembly Workshop 

The Amnesty Team would like to thank Zonta and 
all the teachers for the brilliant day as it showed 
us that a little work can help a lot of people. 

By: Shanice Baker on behalf of the Birrong 
Girls’ Amnesty Team 
 

 
SRC REPORT 

 
This term the SRC ran a chocolate drive to raise 
money for the school‟s sponsor child, Sabina.               
We would like to thank all those who supported us 
in raising the $1,440 required 
to support Sabina‟s education. 
We just received a copy of 
Sabina‟s school report and are 
happy to say that Sabina is 
making excellent progress at 
school. She sends us letters 
regularly and would like us to 
pass on a big thank you to 
everyone at the school for 
their ongoing support.                           Sabina 

We would like to thank the students who 
participated in this year‟s World Vision 40 Hour 
Famine. Students were required to give up food, 
talking, technology or something of their choice in 
order to be sponsored. The focus for this year was 
the hunger crisis in Malawi. Students should now 

be in the process of collecting their sponsorship 
money which is due by the end of Week 9.  

On Friday 30 August, Dalal Gourani, Mariam              
El-Dhaibi and Manar Laalaa attended the               
Inter-School Group meeting at Sir Joseph Banks 
High School. The day was spent discussing 
resilience strategies and sharing ideas with other 
SRC members in the region. 

From the SRC 

 
SCIENCE REPORT 

It has certainly been a busy time in the Science 
faculty this term with staff preparing students for their 
Trial HSC examinations, programming for the new 
National Curriculum and taking small groups of 
students out to compete in competitions. 

On Tuesday 6 August, Ms Rajcevski took three 
students from Year 9 (Sandra Dang, Shirley Zhao 
and Lily Thai) to the Art Gallery of NSW to compete 
in the Aurecon Bridge Building Competition. The 
competition is open to all Year 9 students across 
Australia. Students are asked to build a bridge using 
a kit supplied and have their bridge tested to failure. 
The judges congratulated the girls on the quality of 
their construction but noted the design did not 
accommodate the fitting of the gantry. The team 
achieved a solid result, supporting 8kg and finished 
middle of the field. The competition was followed by 
a walk through the Botanical Gardens where 
students were able to identify several unusual 
species of plants. 

We also had two teams represent the school                 
at the UNSW Engineering Challenge.                            
The competition is open to Year 11 students 
studying Physics who show an interest in pursuing 
Engineering as a career. Students attended the 
competition by public transport. They saw first-hand 
the challenges of travelling at peak times on the train 
and the vast numbers of students boarding buses to 
attend the university. Students competed against 50 
teams and were asked to attempt three challenges. 
One of our teams finished a credible second in the 
challenge involving the construction of a vehicle 
powered by rubber bands. Overall, teams finished 
13

th
 and 14

th
 in a field of over 50. Well done girls! 

Science Week allowed the faculty to organise a visit 
from our Science in School partner, Dr Mungil. She 
came to our school and spoke to students about 
achievements of female scientists and her journey 
as a scientist. Girls asked insightful questions to gain 
a better understanding of her research into the 
composition of tears, and the challenges she faced 
as a career scientist and mother of two. She 
certainly left the girls with some food for thought. 

Mr Saule  
Head Teacher Science 
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YEAR 7 MATHS ACTIVITY DAY 
 
On Monday 19 August we had our Maths Activity 
Day. It was a really enjoyable and fun learning 
day. Mr Wilson was our special guest and he 
directed us the entire lesson. We were also 
supervised by our teachers - Mr Dunn, Ms Lam 
and Mr Kazzi. 
 
We started off with some nice, cool thinking 
questions from Mr Wilson which were followed by 
some great maths activities. In each of these 
activities there was a maths strategy used, for 
example, multiplication, addition, subtraction and 
division. We were also asked to solve problems 
involving shapes, time and area. There were 17 
stations and, for me, they all looked so interesting 
that I didn‟t know which one to go to first. I was on 
my 14

th
 station when Mr Wilson said “time‟s up”. 

There was a question on the board which we had 
to answer then we had to mark our worksheet.  
 

 
 

The maths activities were challenging and fun! 

 

 
 
In this Maths Activity Day I learnt that questions 
aren‟t as simple as you may think at first, and that 
you must read the question carefully. It was a 
fantastic day! 
 
By: Khatera Latifi, 7S 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART JUMP OFF 

In Week 5, Year 9 PASS students and all of              
Year 8 participated in the Jump Rope for Heart 
Jump Off.  

Jump Rope for Heart is a program run by the 
Heart Foundation that focuses on learning how to 
keep fit and be healthy. It improves strength and 
confidence in physical activities and builds healthy 
bones and muscles. By fundraising, 
students will be helping save Australian 
lives. Funds raised will go towards 
research to help the fight against heart 
disease and stroke. 

Students gathered on the courts and were taken 
through a series of skipping stations to improve 
their skills and fitness. The aim was for students 
to jump for as long as possible. 

 

Jump Rope for Heart Jump Off 

 

This was a very exciting and successful day for all 
participants. There was a lot of fun and laughter 
from all students and teachers.  

Birrong Girls is very proud to be a part of this 
valuable, fundraising event and has been for the 
past 20 years. The Heart Foundation could not 
continue without this kind of support from the 
students, teachers and the community. Well done, 
Birrong. 

Mrs Graham 
PDHPE Faculty 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Book Week was a special time of celebration of all 
that books have brought us. We had over 50 
entries for the competitions we held and on Friday 
Ms Wilkins presented prizes to the winners.  
Friday was also the closing day for the 2013 
Premier's Reading Challenge and we can 
announce with pride that 106 students completed 
the challenge this year. 
  

 
 

Selected posters 

 

 
 
 

 
Students choosing prizes 

 
Mr Davidson 
Teacher Librarian 

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY DEBATE 

On 16 August our Year 9 debaters participated in 
the Bankstown International Youth Day Debate. 
Raihana Wazefadost, Helay Zarmati, Aleyna Celik 
and Hayley Brisenden competed against four 
other school teams with challenging topics. 
The team achieved one win and one loss and 
showed a rare combination of courage, conviction 
and wit.  
 

 
Year 9 debaters 

 
Mr Davidson 
Debating Coach 
 
 

CAPA EXTRAVAGANZA 
20 August 2013 

 

 
 

The audience was captivated by our talented musicians 
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BIRRONG GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR 

For your diary / noticeboard 
 

 
September:  
Monday, 2

nd
 to  Year 11 Preliminary Exams 

Friday, 6
th
  

 
Wednesday, 4

th
   P&C Meeting, Common 

 Room, 5pm 
 
Thursday, 5

th
 to  CHS Athletics Carnival 

Friday, 6
th
  

 
Monday, 16

th
 to  Year 10 Formal Exams 

Tuesday, 17
th
  

 
Monday, 16

th
 to  Year 11 Business Services 

Friday, 20
th
  Work Placements 

 
Friday, 20

th
   Last day of Term 3 

  Year 12 Graduation 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

Enjoy the School Holidays! 
__________________________________________________ 
October: 
Monday, 7

th
   Labour Day Public Holiday 

 
Tuesday, 8

th
    First day of Term 4 for all 

students and staff 
 
Monday, 14

th
   HSC written examinations 

commence 
 
Monday, 21

st
 to  Year 12 Business Services 

Friday, 25
th
  Work Placements 

 
Wednesday, 23

rd
   P&C Meeting, Common 

Room, 5pm 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Learn to Swim Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Targeting young women from refugee backgrounds and 
women who have been in Australia less than 5 years. 
 
Dates:  Thursday 10

th
 October – Thursday 19

th
 December 

 (every Thursday for 10 weeks) 
 
Venue:  Birrong Swimming Pool, Cnr Gascoigne & 
 Wellington Roads, Birrong 
 
Time: 7pm – 7:30pm 
 
Highlights: 

 Pool access only for women 

 10 lessons (1 per week) 

 Professional swimming teachers 

 $145 value for only $30 
 

Limited space.  Registration essential. 
 
Contact Nick Bowen: 9789 3744 

 
 
 
 
 

This project is supported 
by the Department of 

Immigration and 

Citizenship 
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